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TRANSFORMER HAVING ASSEMBLED
BOBBINS AND VOLTAGE
TRANSFORMATION MODULE HAVING THE
TRANSFORMER

CROSS-REFERENCE

This application is a continuous application of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/540,930, filed Jul. 3, 2012.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a transformer, and in par-
ticular to a transformer having assembled bobbins and a volt-
age transformation module having the transformer.

2. Description of Related Art

A transformer is an electronic component in which mag-
netic cores, primary windings and secondary windings are
provided to generate electromagnetic induction for convert-
ing voltage. The conventional transformer includes a bobbin
and two magnetic cores. The bobbin is formed into a hollow
cylindrical shape and has an axial channel. Both ends of the
bobbin extend to form a plurality of pins. Two sets of electric
leads are wound around both ends of the bobbin adjacent to its
corresponding pin in different turn numbers, thereby forming
a primary winding and a secondary winding respectively.
Then, the two magnetic cores are disposed on both ends of the
bobbin respectively.

However, since the interior of the bobbin of the conven-
tional transformer is an axial channel, an electric current or an
induced current flowing the electric leads inevitably gener-
ates heat, and the heat will be accumulated inside the bobbin
(i.e. in the axial channel). Such a problem of heat accumula-
tion is more serious in a large-power transformer such as a
600-watt transformer. Since the conventional transformer is
not provided with any heat-dissipating means, the heat accu-
mulated inside the bobbin will cause the increase in its tem-
perature after being operated for a period of time. Even, the
performance of the transformer may be deteriorated by the
rising temperature. A conventional solution is to mount a
heat-dissipating fan outside the bobbin. However, both ends
of the bobbin are blocked by the magnetic cores, so that the
airflow generated by such an external fan can only blow the
outer surface of the bobbin, but cannot dissipate the heat
accumulated inside the bobbin. As a result, the temperature of
the conventional transformer still rises after being operated
for a period of time.

In addition to the issue of heat dissipation, the bobbin of the
conventional transformer is integrally formed into one body.
Thus, if the transformers of different sizes are to be manufac-
tured, the manufacturer has to produce various bobbins of
different sizes and respective casings corresponding to the
various bobbins. As a result, the manufacturer has to spend a
lot of money to design various molds for this purpose, which
increases the production cost. Thus, the manufacturer pro-
poses a transformer having combined bobbins, in which a
plurality of bobbins is combined with each other. These bob-
bins are combined with or adhered to each other to thereby
forming a bobbin assembly. However, such a conventional
transformer having combined bobbins does not solve the
problem of heat accumulation in the bobbin.

Therefore, it is an important issue for the present Inventor
to solve the above-mentioned problems.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is to provide a transformer having
assembled bobbins, which is capable of generating a better
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heat-dissipating effect to the bobbins therein. Further, its
dimension can be flexibly adjusted to thereby reduce the
production cost.

The present invention provides a transformer having
assembled bobbins, including:

a plurality of bobbins each having an annular groove pro-
vided on its outer edge, a hollow portion, and a plurality of
protrusions formed on a surface of the bobbin to surround the
hollow portion, the protrusions forming a gap between the
two adjacent bobbins when the two adjacent bobbins are
assembled with each other;

a plurality of secondary windings disposed between the
bobbins, each of the secondary windings having a through-
hole corresponding to the hollow portion; and

two magnetic cores penetrating the hollow portions of the
bobbins and the through-holes of the secondary windings to
assemble them together.

The present invention is to provide a voltage transforma-
tion module, which is capable of generating a better heat-
dissipating effect to a transformed and bobbins therein. Fur-
ther, its dimension can be flexibly adjusted to thereby reduce
the production cost.

The present invention provides a voltage transformation
module, including:

a transformer;

a temperature sensor disposed inside the transformer to
detect the temperature of the transformer; and

a heat-dissipating fan disposed outside the transformer to
dissipate the heat generated by the transformer;

wherein the transformer further comprises:

a base provided with a penetration hole;

a plurality of bobbins each having an annular groove pro-
vided on its outer edge, a hollow portion corresponding to the
penetration hole, and a plurality of protrusions formed on a
surface of the bobbin to surround the hollow portion, the
protrusions forming a gap between the two adjacent bobbins
when the two adjacent bobbins are assembled with each
other;

a plurality of secondary windings disposed between the
bobbins, each of the secondary windings having a through-
hole corresponding to the hollow portion; and

two magnetic cores penetrating the penetration hole of the
base, the hollow portions of the bobbins, and the through-
holes of the secondary windings to assemble them together.

In comparison with prior art, the present invention has the
following advantageous features:

The transformer of the present invention has a plurality of
bobbins each formed with a plurality of protrusions on its one
surface. The protrusions form a gap between the two adjacent
bobbins when the two adjacent bobbins are assembled with
each other. Such a gap facilitates air convection, whereby the
heat generated by the windings of the bobbins can be dissi-
pated to the outside of the transformer. Even the secondary
windings are interposed between the two adjacent bobbins,
the protrusions can still form a gap between the adjacent
bobbin and the secondary winding. In this way, the heat
accumulated between the adjacent bobbin and the secondary
winding can be prevented, and airflow can freely flow through
the gap formed by the protrusions between the adjacent bob-
bin and the secondary winding. Therefore, the structure of the
present invention can reduce the heat accumulation in the
bobbins and provide a better heat-dissipating effect to the
bobbins and the secondary windings.

The voltage transformation module of the present inven-
tion further has a heat-dissipating fan for enhancing air con-
vection. Thus, the heat generated by the transformer can be
dissipated more sufficiently.
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On the other hand, since the transformer of the present
invention has a plurality of bobbins and secondary windings,
the manufacturer merely produces various bases of different
sizes and then assembles different numbers of the bobbins
and the secondary windings into a desired base, thereby pro-
ducing various transformers of different sizes. As a result, the
size of the transformer of the present invention can be flexibly
adjusted. Thus, the manufacturer needs not to design various
bobbins and secondary windings of different sizes, so that the
production cost can be reduced greatly.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view showing the trans-
former of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is an assembled perspective view showing the trans-
former of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is an assembled perspective view showing the trans-
former of the present invention taken along another viewing
angle;

FIG. 4 is an assembled perspective view of the transformer
of the present invention, showing that electric leads are
wound around the bobbins to form windings;

FIG. 5 is an assembled perspective view of the transformer
of the present invention taken along another viewing angle,
showing that electric leads are wound around the bobbins to
form windings;

FIG. 6 is a front view of the transformer of the present
invention, showing that electric leads are wound around the
bobbins to form windings; and

FIG. 7 is an exploded perspective view showing the voltage
transformation module of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The detailed description and technical contents of the
present invention will become apparent with the following
detailed description accompanied with related drawings. It is
noteworthy to point out that the drawings is provided for the
illustration purpose only, but not intended for limiting the
scope of the present invention.

Please refer to FIGS. 1 to 6. The present invention provides
a transformer 1 having assembled bobbins, which includes a
base 10, a plurality of bobbins 20, a plurality of secondary
windings 30, and two magnetic cores 40.

The base 10 includes a bottom plate 11 and two side plates
12 vertically extending from both sides of the bottom plate 11,
respectively. The bottom plate 11 is provided with a penetra-
tion hole 111 as well as a plurality of first pins 112 and a
plurality of second pins 113. Further, on two edges of the
bottom plate 11 different from the two side plates 12, the
bottom plate 11 of the base 10 is provided with a first groove
122 (FIG. 3) and a second groove 123 (FIG. 2). The first
groove 122 is used to accommodate a temperature sensor 50
(FIG. 7), and the second groove 123 is used to allow electric
leads of the temperature sensor 50 to pass through to thereby
fix the electric leads of the temperature sensor 50 onto the
base 10. The first pin 112 is electrically connected to primary
windings (i.e. the bobbins 20 in the present invention), and the
second pin 113 is used as an electrical-conductive path to the
electric leads of the temperature sensor 50, thereby electri-
cally connecting the temperature sensor 50 to a circuit board
(not shown).

In the transformer 1 of the present invention, the positions
and number of the first pins 112 and the second pins 113 may
be adjusted based on practical demands. The positions and
numbers of the first groove 122 and the second groove 123
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may be adjusted based on practical demands. Thus, the draw-
ings are used to illustrate an embodiment of the present inven-
tion only, but are not used to limit the scope of the present
invention. However, it should be noted that the first pin 112
and the second pin 113 are provided on the base 10 rather than
on the bobbins 20.

A plurality of bobbins 20 is disposed in the base 10. Each
bobbin 20 is formed into a ring shape and has an annular
groove 21 provided on its outer edge and a hollow portion 22
corresponding to the penetration hole 111 of the base 10.
More specifically, as viewed from the side edge of the bobbin
20, the side surface of each bobbin 20 is substantially formed
into an H shape and has two lateral plates 23 and 23'. The
hollow portion 22 is a circular through-hole. Thus, the annu-
lar groove 21 is enclosed by the two lateral plates 23, 23' and
the circular outer wall of the hollow portion 22. An electric
lead 200 is wound in the annular groove 21. An end of each
bobbin 20 is formed with a notch 24 on the lateral plates 23
and 23' respectively. The electric lead 200 passes through one
of the notches 24 to be wound around the annular groove 21
and penetrates through the other notch 24 to be electrically
connected to other portions of the transformer.

At least one surface (i.e. lateral plate 23) of each bobbin 20
is formed with a plurality of protrusions 25. The protrusions
25 are arranged to surround the hollow portion 22 at intervals.
Preferably, the protrusions 25 are uniformly distributed on the
lateral plate 23. The protrusions 25 protrude from the lateral
plate 23 by a distance, whereby a gap can be formed between
two adjacent bobbins 20 when they are assembled with each
other. The gap is used to facilitate the air convection between
the adjacent two lateral plates 23 to thereby enhance the
heat-dissipating effect to the bobbins 20. The bobbins 20 may
be made of insulating materials (such as plastic) or electrical
conductive materials (such as metals). Two edges inside the
base 10 are adhered with an insulation piece 13 such as Mylar
tapes commonly used in this industry.

The plurality of secondary windings 30 is arranged
between adjacent two bobbins 20. Each of the secondary
windings 30 is formed into a C-shaped electrical conductive
piece and has a through-hole 31 corresponding to the hollow
portion 22 of the bobbin 20. An end of the secondary winding
30 is bent to form two folded pieces 32. The two folded pieces
32 are used to be fixed onto the bottom plate 11 of the base 10
for position. It can be clearly seen that, the folded pieces 32 of
each secondary winding 30 may be designed to have different
lengths, so that the two folded pieces 32 can be arranged on
one side edge of the base 10 in a staggered manner.

It should be noted that, as shown in FIG. 1, when the bobbin
20 is disposed in the base 10 and the secondary windings 30
are respectively disposed between the adjacent two bobbins
20, the protrusions 25 of each bobbin 20 are formed on the
same side (the surface of the lateral plate 23 facing downward
in FIG. 1). By this arrangement, the protrusions 25 of the
bobbin 20 can abut against the secondary winding 30 to form
a gap 26 (FIG. 6) between the bobbin 20 and the secondary
winding 30. Although the protrusions 25 of the lowest bobbin
20 do not abut against the secondary winding 30, they abut
against the bottom plate 11 to still generate a gap 27 between
the bobbin 20 and the bottom plate 11. Such a gap 26 or 27
between the bobbin 20 and the bottom plate 11 also facilitates
the air convection for heat dissipation.

Inthe present invention, the bobbins 20 are used as primary
windings, and the secondary windings 30 are used as second-
ary windings. Although the bobbins 20 and the secondary
windings 30 are arranged in a staggered manner as shown in
FIG. 1, it could be understood that the bobbins 20 and the
secondary windings 30 may be arranged to be adjacent to
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each other as long as their electric leads are connected cor-
rectly. In the present invention, since the bobbins 20 and the
secondary windings 30 can be freely assembled together, and
each of the bobbins 20 is not provided with the first pin 112
and the second pin 113, the size and voltage conversion ratio
of the transformer having assembled bobbins can be flexibly
adjusted. Unlike prior art, in the present invention, it is not
necessary to design various bobbins of different sizes, nor to
winding the electric leads around the bobbins by different
turn numbers. Therefore, the production cost is reduced while
the production efficiency is increased greatly.

Each of the magnetic cores 40 has an E shape and made of
magnetic materials such as an iron core. The magnetic core 40
may be one of ATQ type, EE type, ER type, ERI type, ECI
type, RM type, EQ type, PQ type, PJ type and PM type
magnetic cores. The magnetic core 40 has a primary bottom
plate 41 and two side wing plates 42 vertically extending from
the primary bottom plate 41. The primary bottom plate 41 is
formed with a magnetic shaft 43 whose outer diameter is
slightly smaller than the inner diameter of the penetration
hole 111, the hollow portion 22, and the through-hole 31. By
this arrangement, the two magnetic cores 40 can pass through
the penetration hole 111 of the base 10, the hollow portions 22
of'the bobbins 20, and the through-holes 31 of the secondary
windings 30 to thereby assemble them together.

It should be noted that, the two side wing plates 42 of each
magnetic core 40 are formed to cover the two side plates 12 of
the base 10 respectively. By this arrangement, the air can
freely flow in the direction parallel to the two side plates 12 of
the base 10 and the two side wing plates 42 of the magnetic
core 40 without being blocked by other plates. As shown in
FIG. 6, the air can flow in the direction parallel to the two side
plates 12 of the base 10, and thus flow through the gaps 26
formed by the protrusions 25 between the bobbins 20 and the
secondary windings 30. In this way, the heat generated by the
windings on the bobbins 20 can be dissipated to the outside of
the transformer 1 by the airflow.

Although the bobbins 20 and the secondary windings 30
are stacked up to form a vertical-type transformer 1 in FIG. 1,
it could be understood that, the bobbins 20 and the secondary
windings 30 may be arranged side-by-side relative to each
other to form a horizontal-type transformer 1 with the first
pins 112 and the second pins 113 bent downwardly.

Please refer to FIG. 7. The present invention further pro-
vides a voltage transformation module 2 including the above-
mentioned transformer 1, a temperature sensor 50, and a
heat-dissipating fan 60. The temperature sensor 50 is dis-
posed in the first groove 122 of the transformer 1 to detect the
temperature of the transformer 1. The heat-dissipating fan 60
is disposed outside the transformer 1 to dissipate the heat of
the transformer 1 to the outside. More specifically, the heat-
dissipating fan 60 may be arranged on one side of the trans-
former 1 in parallel to the two side plates 12 of the base 10. By
this arrangement, the airflow generated by the heat-dissipat-
ing fan 60 can pass through the gaps 26 formed by the pro-
trusions 25 between the bobbins 20 and the secondary wind-
ings 30, thereby dissipating the heat generated by the
windings of the bobbins 20 to the outside of the transformer 1.
Therefore, the present invention has an excellent heat-dissi-
pating effect.

Although the present invention has been described with
reference to the foregoing preferred embodiments, it will be
understood that the invention is not limited to the details
thereof. Various equivalent variations and modifications can
still occur to those skilled in this art in view of the teachings
of'the present invention. Thus, all such variations and equiva-

—

0

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

lent modifications are also embraced within the scope of the
invention as defined in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A transformer having assembled bobbins, including:

a plurality of bobbins each having an annular groove pro-
vided on its outer edge and a hollow portion;

a plurality of secondary windings disposed between two
adjacent bobbins, each of the secondary windings hav-
ing a through-hole corresponding to the hollow portion;

a plurality of protrusions formed on a surface of one bob-
bin, the surface being faced to a corresponding second-
ary winding, to surround the hollow portion, the protru-
sions abutting against the corresponding secondary
winding so thata gap is formed between the two adjacent
bobbins by the protrusions when the two adjacent bob-
bins are assembled with each other, wherein the gap is
used to facilitate an air convection between the two
adjacent bobbins to thereby enhance the heat-dissipat-
ing effect to the bobbins; and

two magnetic cores penetrating the hollow portions of the
bobbins and the through-holes of the secondary wind-
ings to assemble them together.

2. The transformer having assembled bobbins according to
claim 1, further including a base provided with a penetration
hole, the hollow portion of each of the bobbins being posi-
tioned to correspond to the penetration hole, each of the
magnetic cores passing through the penetration hole of the
base and the hollow portions of the bobbins to assemble them
together.

3. The transformer having assembled bobbins according to
claim 2, wherein each of the bobbins has two lateral plates,
the hollow portion is a through-hole, the annular groove is
enclosed by the two lateral plates and outer walls of the
hollow portion, and the protrusions are formed on at least one
of the lateral plates.

4. The transformer having assembled bobbins according to
claim 3, wherein the protrusions are uniformly distributed on
the at least one lateral plate.

5. The transformer having assembled bobbins according to
claim 4, wherein the protrusions of each bobbin are formed on
the same side when the bobbins are disposed in the base and
the secondary windings are disposed between the adjacent
two bobbins.

6. The transformer having assembled bobbins according to
claim 3, wherein an end of each bobbin is provided with a
notch on the lateral plates respectively, and an electric lead
passes through one of the notches to be wound around the
annular groove and penetrates the other one of the notches.

7. The transformer having assembled bobbins according to
claim 3, wherein each of the secondary windings is a
C-shaped electrical conductive piece, anone end of the sec-
ondary winding is bent to form two folded pieces.

8. The transformer having assembled bobbins according to
claim 6, wherein the base includes a bottom plate and two side
plates vertically extending from both sides of the bottom
plate, the bottom plate is provided with the penetration hole,
aplurality of first pins and a plurality of second pins, and two
edges inside the base are adhered with an insulation piece
respectively.

9. The transformer having assembled bobbins according to
claim 8, wherein two sides of the bottom plate different from
the side plates are provided with at least one first groove and
at least one second groove.

10. The transformer having assembled bobbins according
to claim 9, wherein each of the magnetic cores has an E shape
and is made of magnetic materials, each magnetic core has a
primary bottom plate and two side wing plates vertically
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extending from the primary bottom plate, the two side wing
plates are formed to cover the two side plates of the base, and
the primary bottom plate is formed with a magnetic shaft
whose outer diameter is smaller than the inner diameter of the
penetration hole, the hollow portion and the through-hole.

11. The transformer having assembled bobbins according

to claim 9, wherein each of the magnetic cores is one selected
from ATQ type, EE type, ER type, ERI type, ECI type, RM
type, EQ type, PQ type, PJ type and PM type magnetic cores.

12. A voltage transformation module, including:

a transformer;

a temperature sensor disposed inside the transformer to
detect the temperature of the transformer; and

a heat-dissipating fan disposed outside the transformer to
dissipate the heat generated by the transformer;

wherein the transformer further comprises:

a base provided with a penetration hole;

a plurality of bobbins each having an annular groove pro-
vided on its outer edge and a hollow portion correspond-
ing to the penetration hole;

a plurality of secondary windings disposed between the
bobbins, each of the secondary windings having a
through-hole corresponding to the hollow portion; and

a plurality of protrusions formed on a surface of one bob-
bin, the surface being faced to a corresponding second-
ary winding, to surround the hollow portion, the protru-
sions abutting against the corresponding secondary
winding so thata gap is formed between the two adjacent
bobbins by the protrusions when the two adjacent bob-
bins are assembled with each other, wherein the gap is
used to facilitate an air convection between the two
adjacent bobbins to thereby enhance the heat-dissipat-
ing effect to the bobbins;

two magnetic cores penetrating the penetration hole of the
base, the hollow portions of the bobbins, and the
through-holes of the secondary windings to assemble
them together.

13. The voltage transformation module according to claim

12, wherein each of the bobbins has two lateral plates, the
hollow portion is a through-hole, the annular groove is
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enclosed by the two lateral plates and outer walls of the
hollow portion, and the protrusions are formed on at least one
of the lateral plates.

14. The voltage transformation module according to claim
13, wherein the protrusions of each bobbin are formed on the
same side when the bobbins are disposed in the base and the
secondary windings are disposed between the adjacent two
bobbins.

15. The voltage transformation module according to claim
13, wherein an end of each bobbin is provided with a notch on
the lateral plates respectively, and an electric lead passes
through one of the notches to be wound around the annular
groove and penetrates the other one of the notches.

16. The voltage transformation module according to claim
13, wherein each of the secondary windings is a C-shaped
electrical conductive piece, and one end of the secondary
winding is bent to form two folded pieces.

17. The voltage transformation module according to claim
15, wherein the base includes a bottom plate and two side
plates vertically extending from both sides of the bottom
plate, the bottom plate is provided with the penetration hole,
aplurality of first pins and a plurality of second pins, and two
edges inside the base are adhered with an insulation piece
respectively.

18. The voltage transformation module according to claim
17, wherein two sides of the bottom plate different from the
side plates are provided with at least one first groove and at
least one second groove.

19. The voltage transformation module according to claim
18, wherein each of the magnetic cores has an E shape and is
made of magnetic materials, each magnetic core has a pri-
mary bottom plate and two side wing plates vertically extend-
ing from the primary bottom plate, the two side wing plates
are formed to cover the two side plates of the base, and the
primary bottom plate is formed with a magnetic shaft whose
outer diameter is smaller than the inner diameter of the pen-
etration hole, the hollow portion and the through-hole.

20. The voltage transformation module according to claim
19, wherein each of the magnetic cores is one selected from
ATQ type, EE type, ER type, ERI type, ECI type, RM type,
EQ type, PQ type, PJ type and PM type magnetic cores.
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